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Approved Statistics and Talking Points, 2023 
 

General Statistics 
 

 

In 2023, it is estimated that 15,190 children and adolescents ages 0 to 19 will be 

diagnosed with cancer.i 
 

-AND- 
 

Each year in the U.S. approximately 16,000 children are diagnosed with cancer. 
 

-AND- 
 

In 2020, there were approximately 89,500 new cancer cases in adolescents and 

young adults ages 15 to 39 years in the United States.ii 
 

 

Approximately 1 in 263 children in the U.S. are diagnosed with cancer before 

their 20th birthday.iii 
 

 

Overall, incidence rates from 2010 through 2019 have stabilized in children after 

increasing since 1975 but continued to rise in adolescents by 1% per year, 

although trends vary by cancer type.iv 
 

 

Among children and adolescents (ages 0 to 19) in the United States, the most 

common types of cancer are leukemias, brain and central nervous system tumors, 

and lymphomas.v 
 

 

Global Impact 
 

 

Globally, it is estimated that there were more than 413,000 cases (diagnosed and 

undiagnosed) of childhood cancer in 2020.vi This equates to 13.7 million new 

cases of childhood cancer globally between 2020 and 2050, of which 9.3 million 

of these children will live in low-to-middle-income countries (LMICs). 
 

-AND- 
 

Globally, it is estimated that approximately 328,000 children died from cancer in 

2020 (diagnosed and undiagnosed), with a projected rise to 390,000 deaths per 

year by 2050. This equates to 11.1 million children’s deaths from cancer by 2050 

if no additional investments are made to improve access to diagnosis and 

treatment.vii 
 

 

Globally, only 44% of children with cancer are correctly diagnosed. viii 
 

 

Childhood cancer is the leading non-communicable disease killer of children 

around the world, regardless of where they live.ix 
 

 

In high-income countries, where comprehensive services are generally accessible, 

more than 80% of children with cancer are cured. In low- and middle-income 

countries, an estimated 15-45% are cured.x 
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Survivorship 
 

 

Unfortunately, cancer remains the most common cause of death by disease 

among children in the United States.xi 
 

 

Unfortunately, 1 in 5 children diagnosed with cancer in the U.S. will not survive, 

and for the ones who do, the battle is never over. 
 

 

By the age of 50, more than 99% of survivors have had a chronic health problem, 

and 96% have experienced a severe or life-threatening condition caused by the 

toxicity of the treatment that initially saved their life, including brain damage, 

loss of hearing and sight, heart disease, secondary cancers, learning disabilities, 

infertility and more.xii By the time a child in treatment for cancer today reaches 

the age of 50, we want these statistics to be far less grim. 
 

 

Nearly 500,000 survivors of childhood and adolescent cancer (diagnosed at ages 

0 to 19 years) are alive in the United States today.xiii 
 

 

Today, 1 in every 680 adults in the U.S. between the ages of 20 to 50 is a 

childhood cancer survivor.xiv 
 

-AND- 
 

An estimated 1 in 900 people in the United States is a survivor of childhood 

cancer.xv 

 

 

Federal Funding 
 

 

Although the National Cancer Institute has more than doubled its investment in 

childhood cancer research in recent years due to greater advocacy and awareness, 

more research funding is needed to develop new, safer therapies for kids with 

cancer.xvi 
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